BY‑LAWS

for

Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc.

As Adopted May, 2009
Article 1: Name and Purpose
The name of this organization shall be Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc.  
The Purpose of this organization shall be to Work to improve the quality of water riparian areas and habitat of the South Elkhorn Watershed.
Article II: Membership

A. 1.  Individual membership shall be conferred on any individual who:

a) Registers his or her name and mailing address with the secretary of the organization and

b) Pays the prescribed dues for this class of membership.

2. Benefits for  individual members include:

a) Voice and vote at annual meeting.

b) Right to inspect records and archives of the organization.

Individual memberships shall be renewed on an annual basis

B. 1.   Organizational membership  may be conferred, with approval of  

majority vote of the Board of Trustees, for any  group   or   organization whose goals and mission statements are compatible with those of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. and which submits to the secretary:

a) Names of waterways or watersheds of interest and

b) Pays the prescribed dues for this class of membership.

2. Benefits for Organizational membership:

a) Voice and vote for the designated representative at South Elkhorn Watershed Council meetings.

b) Individual membership conferred to individuals on approved roster submitted by the organization to the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc...

c) Voice and vote at annual meeting for individuals listed on group's approved  roster

e) Right to inspect records and archives of the organization.

f) Access to staff and Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. services as prescribed by the Board of Trustees..

   Organizational membership must be renewed annually. Dues or contributions for this class of membership are considered on a case-by-case case basis and shall be renewed annually.

C. 1. Honorary Life Membership may be conferred by a majority vote of the Board of Trustees or the South Elkhorn Watershed Council upon individuals or organizations that provide an outstanding contribution to the goals of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. and whose efforts deserve the recognition of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc.. 

Article III: Officers

The officers of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. shall include the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Immediate Past President. 

The officers of the organization (except Immediate Past President) shall be

elected by secret ballot of members in good standing in attendance at the

annual meeting or who have mailed in ballots provided by the Secretary of the organization in advance of the annual meeting. 

Their terms of office shall be for one year.   Any officer must be at least 21 years of age and have been a Member of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. for at least 6 months prior to his or her nomination for office.  (This provision is waived for the first slate of officers nominated after initial incorporation)

An Officer may be removed from office prior to the expiration of his/her term with

a two thirds majority vote of the Board of Trustees  provided

notice of consideration to remove has been given to members of the board at

least 5 days prior to the meeting .

Duties of Officers Include: 
A.  President:

1) Serves as Chief Executive Officer for the 
    Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc..

2) Presides over all meetings of the Board of Trustees, the South Elkhorn Watershed Council and annual membership meeting.

3) Serves as principal spokesperson for the organization.

4) Serves as an ex‑officio member of all committees, roundtables and task forces of the organization.

5) Can recommend committee chairs, Roundtable Facilitators and 

Task Force Directors for Board of Trustees approval.

B. Vice President:

1) Presides over meetings of the organization in the absence of the

 President.

3) Ascends to the presidency in the event of an un-expired term.

C. Secretary:

1) Maintains records and archives of the organization.

2) Maintains membership lists of the organization.

3) Records minutes of regular and special meetings of the 

South Elkhorn Watershed Council and Board of Trustees.

D. Treasurer:

1) Receives and disburses funds for the organization, maintains bank


accounts for the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc..

2) Submits a financial report of income and disbursements to the South Elkhorn Watershed Council and the Board of Trustees at each regular meeting.

3) Serves as chair of the Personnel and Contracts committee.

E. Immediate Past President:

1) Provides sage advice and counsel to the organization.

2) Serves on the Board of Trustees.

3) Chairs the Nominating Committee.

F. Other officer duties may be assigned by the South Elkhorn Watershed Council as needed.

Article IV: Governance:
A. Board of  Trustees:

The Board of Trustees serves as the Legal Governing Board of the corporation.  Membership on the board of trustees shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Immediate Past President.

B. South Elkhorn Watershed Council

Duties of the South Elkhorn Watershed Council

    A. the South Elkhorn Watershed council advises the Board of Trustees on:

1) Goals, policies, directions, and projects for the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc.

2) Standing and ad‑hoc committees, Roundtables or Task Forces as needed. 

3)  dues and fees for membership in the organization.

B. Composition of the South Elkhorn Watershed Council

  
-Executive officers of the corporation.

-Chairs, Facilitators and Directors of all standing committees, Roundtables or Task Forces

           -Representatives of sub-watersheds and neighborhoods as approved 

by a majority vote of the Watershed Council

-Organizational  Delegates: One delegate and one alternate may be

nominated by member organizations to serve for a period of one year pending approval by a majority vote of existing  Council members. 

-"At Large"  Watershed Council members may also be nominated by the President with approval of a majority vote of existing South Elkhorn Watershed council members to serve  until the next annual meeting   

Ex‑Officio Members: may be approved by a majority vote of Friends of Watershed Council. Ex‑Officio members may address the Council but are non‑voting.

Article V: Meetings
A.   An annual meeting of the Membership shall be held at a time and place decided by the Board of Trustees and arranged by the Annual Meetings Committee.

B. South Elkhorn Watershed Council Meetings shall be held on a quarterly basis at times and places selected by the South Elkhorn Watershed Council.

C. Board of Trustees Meetings may be held on an as‑needed basis as determined by the Board of Trustees.

D. Special Meetings of the Board of Trustees or the  South Elkhorn Watershed Council can be called by a majority vote of the Board of Trustees or by a petition of 10% of the membership of the South Elkhorn Watershed Council. Notice of any Special Meetings must be provided to South Elkhorn Watershed Council Members at least one week prior to said meeting. 

E. All meetings of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. are open to the general membership, except for meetings of the Contracts and Personnel Committee when matters of personnel disciplinary action are being considered.

F. Board of Trustees May Conduct Business by Electronic Mail: where a motion Is made by one or more trustees, and the motion and votes by Trustees are duly recorded by the Secretary of the Corporation.  Should any member of the Board of Trustees provide notice that they would prefer the item be addressed by a face to face meeting, the item of business will be deferred until the next meeting of the trustees.

Article VI: Committees
A. Board of Trustees:  The Executive officers shall comprise the

Board of Trustees of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc.. The Board of Trustees serves as the legal governing board of the corporation.  The Board of Trustees shall be responsible for the day to day business of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. following the policies set forth by the South Elkhorn Watershed Council.

B. Standing Committees:

1. The Nominating Committee, chaired by the immediate Past President, shall submit a slate of nominees to the Membership at the annual meeting for election by secret ballot vote. 

2. Personnel and Contracts Committee, chaired by the Treasurer, shall review

personnel matters and contacts for the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc., and shall ensure that the provisions within those contacts are being met by the parties involved. The Personnel and Contracts committee shall consist of two members and  the chair.

3. Annual Meeting Committee: Selected by the South Elkhorn Watershed Council, shall be responsible for planning the annual membership meeting.

C. Other Committee Structure:

3) Ad Hock committees Can be established by the South Elkhorn Watershed Council as needed.

4) The Watershed Council or Board of Trustees can establish Roundtable(s) to promote discussion of issues of importance to the membership.  Roundtable members can be any individual who has an interest or plays a role in the issue being discussed.  Roundtable participants do not have to be a member of Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek Inc.  When forming a Roundtable, the appointing authority should specify an individual to serve as "Facilitator" of that roundtable.

5) The Watershed Council or Board of Trustees can establish Task Forces to carry out a project, task or objective of the organization.  The appointing authority should specify an individual to serve as "Director" of that task force.

Article VII: Quorum

A. Annual Membership Meeting shall be 5% of the Membership.

B. South Elkhorn Watershed Council Meetings shall be 15% of Council membership.

C. Special called Meetings of the South Elkhorn Watershed Council shall be 50% of Council Membership plus one.

D. Board of Trustees meetings shall be at least three members. 

Article VIII: Parliamentary Authority

Meetings of the Neighbors United for South Elkhorn Creek, Inc. shall be conducted by consensus methods whenever Possible. However, by the decision of the presiding officer or by a petition of 10% majority vote, the rules contained within the most recent edition of Stergis Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure shall be applied.

Article IX: Amendments to the Bylaws
A. Bylaws Amendments: May be adopted by a two thirds majority vote of the

Board of Trustees at a regular trustee's meeting when said amendment has been submitted in writing to the presiding officer.

B. Incorporation Articles Amendments: May be adopted by a two thirds majority vote of the Membership at the Annual Meeting when said amendment has been published in the meeting announcement or mailing.

